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This brie!ng examines how multidimensional poverty changed in 34 countries covering 2.5 billion people. It 
documents trends in poverty and destitution across and within these countries, and according to di"erent kinds 
of deprivation. It provides some rich results which we hope will spark others to look deeper into speci!c country 
examples, so that together we can provide some insightful stories, identify bottlenecks to progress and fuel realistic 
hope about what is possible.
WHICH COUNTRIES DID WE STUDY AND HOW?
We report changes over time in Global MPI and its 
components the headcount ratio (H), (the percentage of  
SHRSOHLGHQWLÀHGDVPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOO\SRRUDQGintensity 
(A), (the average percentage of  deprivations the poor people 
H[SHULHQFHWRJHWKHUDVZHOODVIRUWKHWHQSRYHUW\LQGLFDWRUV
WKDWDUHXVHGWRFRQVWUXFWWKHLQGH[
We do this for 34 countries and 338 subnational regions: 
Armenia, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, Cambodia, Cameroon, 
&RORPELD'RPLQLFDQ5HSXEOLF(J\SW(WKLRSLD*DERQ
*KDQD*X\DQD+DLWL,QGLD,QGRQHVLD-RUGDQ.HQ\D
• 2I FRXQWULHVKDYLQJGDWDRQ03,SRYHUW\RYHU WLPH
FRXQWULHVUHGXFHGPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOSRYHUW\03,DQG
WKH LQFLGHQFH RI  03, + VLJQLÀFDQWO\ DQG  UHGXFHG
LQWHQVLW\$VLJQLÀFDQWO\
• :KHQSRSXODWLRQJURZWKLVWDNHQLQWRDFFRXQWFRXQWULHV
UHGXFHGWKHnumber of  poor people across periods 
• Nepal, Rwanda, Ghana and Tanzania had the 
ODUJHVW DEVROXWH UHGXFWLRQV LQ03, SRYHUW\ IROORZHG E\




• Eight of  the top ten FRXQWULHV LQ WHUPV RI  DEVROXWH
DQQXDOL]HGUDWHVRI 03,UHGXFWLRQZHUHLow Income or 
Least Developed Countries 
• $EVROXWH UHGXFWLRQV LQ WKH intensity RI  03, SRYHUW\
ZHUHVWURQJHVWLQ5ZDQGD(WKLRSLD1HSDO%ROLYLD1LJHU
7DQ]DQLD&DPERGLDDQG*KDQD








• 32 countriesUHGXFHGWKHFHQVRUHGKHDGFRXQWLQsanitation 
VWDWLVWLFDOO\ VLJQLÀFDQWO\  RU PRUH FRXQWULHV UHGXFHG
GHSULYDWLRQVLQDVVHWVDQGFRRNLQJIXHOVLJQLÀFDQWO\ 
• ,QHLJKWFRXQWULHVRXWRI WKHFRXQWULHVKDYLQJVXEQDWLRQDO
decompositions, every VXEQDWLRQDO UHJLRQ UHGXFHG 03,
VLJQLÀFDQWO\
• $URXQGKDOI RI  WKHFRXQWULHVIRUZKLFKZHKDYH LQFRPH
GDWDIRUDVLPLODUSHULRGUHGXFHGPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOSRYHUW\
IDVWHU WKDQ LQFRPHSRYHUW\%ROLYLD*KDQD DQG5ZDQGD







We also report changes in destitution and inequality among 
WKHSRRUDQGDQDO\VHdisparitiesLQWUHQGVDFURVVVXEQDWLRQDO
UHJLRQVDQGLQVRPHFDVHVEHWZHHQethnic groups:H]RRP
LQWRVHHZKLFKRI WKH03,indicators drove progress, and 
ORRNDWZKHUHpopulation growthFRPSHWHVZLWKRUHUDVHVLW
:HDOVRFRPSDUHUHGXFWLRQVLQPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOSRYHUW\ZLWK
trends in income povertyDQGHFRQRPLFJURZWK


















HOW DID THEY PERFORM?  - ABSOLUTE REDUCTIONS
2I WKHFRXQWULHVFRYHULQJRI WKHSRRUSHRSOH
DFURVVDOOKDGVWDWLVWLFDOO\VLJQLÀFDQWUHGXFWLRQVLQ
PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOSRYHUW\4  Nepal and RwandaRXUVWDUV
IURPODVW\HDUVWLOOOHGWKHFRXQWULHVZLWKWKHLURXWVWDQGLQJ
DEVROXWHGHFUHDVHLQ03,IROORZHGE\Ghana, Tanzania, 


























































































Figure 1: Level of MPI and Speed of Poverty Reduction
Figure 2: MPI Reduction: Incidence and Intensity

































































Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPIT) at initial year




























































Reduction in Incidence 




























































































































Table 1: Relative change in MPIT and GNI per capita growth
Multidimensional Poverty GNI per capita






GNI per capita in Year 1, 
Atlas method 
(current US$)
Average GNI per 
capita growth 
(annual %)
Bangladesh 2004-2007 0.364 -0.020 -5.7% 430 5.4%
Bangladesh 2007-2011 0.306 -0.015 -5.4% 510 5.5%
Bolivia 2003-2008 0.175 -0.017 -12.6% 900 2.5%
Cambodia 2005-2010 0.299 -0.017 -6.7% 460 6.1%
Cameroon 2004-2011 0.298 -0.007 -2.6% 800 0.8%
Ethiopia 2000-2005 0.677 -0.014 -2.2% 120 3.6%
Ethiopia 2005-2011 0.604 -0.013 -2.3% 160 8.2%
Ghana  2003-2008 0.309 -0.021 -8.1% 320 4.8%
India 1998/9-2005/6 0.304 -0.007 -2.5% 435 5.1%
Nepal 2006-2011 0.350 -0.027 -9.1% 350 3.1%
Rwanda 2005-2010 0.461 -0.026 -6.4% 260 5.6%
Tanzania 2008-2010 0.371 -0.018 -5.0% 450 3.5%




Fig. 4: Poverty reduction among ethnic groups in Benin
Fig. 6: Absolute Reduction of MPI and $1.25/day 
Incidence Per Year 7
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in MPIT Stat. Sig. 
Annualized Change 
in H Stat. 
Sig.




Annualized Change in 
Destitution MPIT Stat. Sig.
Annualized Change in 
Destitute H Stat. 
Sig.
Country and Period Year 1 Year 2 Absolute Relative Absolute Relative Absolute Relative Year 1 Year 2 Absolute Relative Absolute Relative 
Armenia 2005-2010 .003 .001 0.000 -17.7% ** -0.1 -12.4% ** -0.1 -0.1%  .000 0.000 0.000 62.3%  0.0 57.4%  
Bangladesh 2004-2007 .364 .306 -0.020 -5.7% *** -2.7 -4.2% *** -0.8 -1.6% *** .124 0.097 -0.009 -7.9% *** -2.0 -7.3% ***
Bangladesh 2007-2011 .306 .245 -0.015 -5.4% *** -2.4 -4.2% *** -0.6 -1.2% *** .097 0.071 -0.007 -7.6% *** -1.4 -6.8% ***
Benin 2001-2006 .474 .414 -0.012 -2.7% *** -1.4 -1.8% *** -0.5 -0.9% *** .236 0.194 -0.008 -3.8% *** -1.7 -3.8% ***
Bolivia 2003-2008 .175 .089 -0.017 -12.6% *** -3.2 -10.8% *** -0.9 -2.0% *** .084 0.023 -0.012 -22.6% *** -2.8 -21.4% ***
Cambodia 2005-2010 .299 .212 -0.017 -6.7% *** -2.7 -5.0% *** -0.9 -1.8% *** .094 0.057 -0.007 -9.3% *** -1.6 -8.6% ***
Cameroon 2004-2011 .298 .248 -0.007 -2.6% *** -1.1 -2.2% *** -0.2 -0.4%  .115 0.095 -0.003 -2.7% ** -0.6 -2.5% ***
Colombia 2005-2010 .039 .023 -0.003 -9.8% *** -0.7 -8.9% *** -0.4 -0.9% *** .004 0.002 0.000 -13.1% *** -0.1 -12.8% ***
Dominican Rep. 2002-2007 .040 .020 -0.004 -13.0% *** -0.8 -11.5% *** -0.7 -1.8% *** .007 0.002 -0.001 -19.7% *** -0.2 -18.7% ***
Egypt 2005-2008 .034 .024 -0.003 -10.7% *** -0.8 -10.2% *** -0.2 -0.5%  .005 0.004 0.000 -5.6%  -0.1 -5.1%  
Ethiopia 2000-2005 .677 .604 -0.014 -2.2% *** -0.7 -0.8% *** -1.0 -1.4% *** .471 0.339 -0.026 -6.4% *** -3.3 -4.4% ***
Ethiopia 2005-2011 .604 .526 -0.013 -2.3% *** -0.8 -0.9% *** -0.9 -1.4% *** .339 0.248 -0.015 -5.1% *** -2.2 -3.7% ***
Gabon 2000-2012 .161 .075 -0.007 -6.1% *** -1.5 -5.7% *** -0.2 -0.4% *** .040 0.013 -0.002 -8.7% *** -0.5 -8.5% ***
Ghana 2003-2008 .309 .202 -0.021 -8.1% *** -3.4 -6.5% *** -0.9 -1.7% *** .128 0.059 -0.014 -14.2% *** -2.9 -13.2% ***
Guyana 2005-2009 .050 .041 -0.002 -4.5% * -0.5 -4.4% * 0.0 -0.1%  .021 0.008 -0.003 -21.8% *** -0.9 -22.1% ***
Haiti 2005/6-2012 .335 .248 -0.013 -4.5% *** -1.7 -3.1% *** -0.8 -1.5% *** .138 0.078 -0.009 -8.5% *** -1.8 -7.5% ***
India 1998/9-2005/6 .304 .254 -0.007 -2.5% *** -1.2 -2.2% *** -0.2 -0.3% *** .142 0.111 -0.004 -3.4% *** -0.9 -3.1% ***
Indonesia 2007-2012 .095 .066 -0.006 -7.0% *** -1.1 -5.7% *** -0.6 -1.3% *** .027 0.017 -0.002 -8.5% *** -0.4 -7.5% ***
Jordan 2007-2009 .013 .011 -0.001 -8.9%  -0.3 -7.8%  -0.4 -1.2%  .000 0.001 0.000 11.0%  0.0 14.0%  
Kenya 2003-2008/9 .296 .244 -0.009 -3.5% *** -1.6 -2.9% *** -0.3 -0.6% * .105 0.076 -0.005 -5.7% *** -1.1 -5.0% ***
Lesotho 2004-2009 .238 .190 -0.010 -4.4% *** -1.7 -3.7% *** -0.4 -0.8% *** .085 0.056 -0.006 -7.8% *** -1.4 -7.5% ***
Madagascar 2004-2008/9 .374 .414 0.009 2.3% *** 1.4 2.0% *** 0.2 0.3%  .136 0.130 -0.001 -1.1%  0.0 -0.2%  
Malawi 2004-2010 .381 .334 -0.008 -2.2% *** -0.9 -1.3% *** -0.4 -0.9% *** .123 0.094 -0.005 -4.5% *** -1.1 -3.9% ***
Mozambique 2003-2011 .505 .393 -0.014 -3.1% *** -1.5 -1.9% *** -0.7 -1.2% *** .234 0.169 -0.008 -4.0% *** -1.4 -3.2% ***
Namibia 2000-2007 .194 .154 -0.006 -3.2% *** -1.1 -2.9% *** -0.2 -0.4% * .074 0.049 -0.004 -5.8% *** -0.8 -5.3% ***
Nepal 2006-2011 .350 .217 -0.027 -9.1% *** -4.1 -7.4% *** -1.0 -1.9% *** .141 0.095 -0.009 -7.7% *** -1.9 -6.7% ***
Niger 2006-2012 .696 .621 -0.012 -1.9% *** -0.6 -0.6% *** -0.9 -1.3% *** .473 0.378 -0.016 -3.7% *** -1.5 -2.0% ***
Nigeria 2003-2008 .368 .313 -0.011 -3.2% *** -1.8 -3.0% *** -0.1 -0.2%  .226 0.185 -0.008 -3.9% *** -1.7 -4.1% ***
Pakistan 2006/7-2012/13 .264 .235 -0.005 -2.0% *** -0.7 -1.5% *** -0.3 -0.5% ** .110 0.102 -0.001 -1.2%  -0.2 -0.7%  
Peru 2005-2008 .085 .066 -0.006 -8.0% * -1.3 -6.9% * -0.5 -1.1% ** .019 0.013 -0.002 -13.5% ** -0.6 -13.3% **
Peru 2008-2012 .066 .043 -0.006 -10.3% *** -1.3 -9.6% *** -0.3 -0.7% ** .013 0.008 -0.001 -12.1% *** -0.3 -11.7% ***
Rwanda 2005-2010 .461 .330 -0.026 -6.4% *** -3.4 -4.4% *** -1.1 -2.1% *** .151 0.096 -0.011 -8.7% *** -2.2 -7.1% ***
Senegal 2005-2010/11 .440 .423 -0.003 -0.7%  -0.1 -0.1%  -0.4 -0.6% * .205 0.183 -0.004 -2.0% * -0.9 -2.2% **
Tanzania 2008-2010 .371 .335 -0.018 -5.0% *** -2.3 -3.5% *** -0.9 -1.6% *** .130 0.108 -0.011 -8.7% *** -1.8 -7.5% ***
Uganda 2006-2011 .420 .343 -0.015 -3.9% *** -2.2 -3.0% *** -0.5 -0.9% *** .142 0.112 -0.006 -4.6% *** -1.1 -3.6% ***
Zambia 2001/2-2007 .397 .332 -0.012 -3.2% *** -1.3 -1.9% *** -0.7 -1.3% *** .165 0.119 -0.008 -5.8% *** -1.6 -4.9% ***
Zimbabwe 2006-2010/11 .180 .145 -0.008 -4.7% *** -1.4 -3.7% *** -0.5 -1.0% *** .069 0.044 -0.006 -9.5% *** -1.4 -9.2% ***
Note:   *** statistically signi!cant at α=0.01, ** statistically signi!cant    at  α=0.05, * statistically signi!cant at α=0.10































































in MPIT Stat. Sig. 
Annualized Change 
in H Stat. 
Sig.




Annualized Change in 
Destitution MPIT Stat. Sig.
Annualized Change in 
Destitute H Stat. 
Sig.
Country and Period Year 1 Year 2 Absolute Relative Absolute Relative Absolute Relative Year 1 Year 2 Absolute Relative Absolute Relative 
Armenia 2005-2010 .003 .001 0.000 -17.7% ** -0.1 -12.4% ** -0.1 -0.1%  .000 0.000 0.000 62.3%  0.0 57.4%  
Bangladesh 2004-2007 .364 .306 -0.020 -5.7% *** -2.7 -4.2% *** -0.8 -1.6% *** .124 0.097 -0.009 -7.9% *** -2.0 -7.3% ***
Bangladesh 2007-2011 .306 .245 -0.015 -5.4% *** -2.4 -4.2% *** -0.6 -1.2% *** .097 0.071 -0.007 -7.6% *** -1.4 -6.8% ***
Benin 2001-2006 .474 .414 -0.012 -2.7% *** -1.4 -1.8% *** -0.5 -0.9% *** .236 0.194 -0.008 -3.8% *** -1.7 -3.8% ***
Bolivia 2003-2008 .175 .089 -0.017 -12.6% *** -3.2 -10.8% *** -0.9 -2.0% *** .084 0.023 -0.012 -22.6% *** -2.8 -21.4% ***
Cambodia 2005-2010 .299 .212 -0.017 -6.7% *** -2.7 -5.0% *** -0.9 -1.8% *** .094 0.057 -0.007 -9.3% *** -1.6 -8.6% ***
Cameroon 2004-2011 .298 .248 -0.007 -2.6% *** -1.1 -2.2% *** -0.2 -0.4%  .115 0.095 -0.003 -2.7% ** -0.6 -2.5% ***
Colombia 2005-2010 .039 .023 -0.003 -9.8% *** -0.7 -8.9% *** -0.4 -0.9% *** .004 0.002 0.000 -13.1% *** -0.1 -12.8% ***
Dominican Rep. 2002-2007 .040 .020 -0.004 -13.0% *** -0.8 -11.5% *** -0.7 -1.8% *** .007 0.002 -0.001 -19.7% *** -0.2 -18.7% ***
Egypt 2005-2008 .034 .024 -0.003 -10.7% *** -0.8 -10.2% *** -0.2 -0.5%  .005 0.004 0.000 -5.6%  -0.1 -5.1%  
Ethiopia 2000-2005 .677 .604 -0.014 -2.2% *** -0.7 -0.8% *** -1.0 -1.4% *** .471 0.339 -0.026 -6.4% *** -3.3 -4.4% ***
Ethiopia 2005-2011 .604 .526 -0.013 -2.3% *** -0.8 -0.9% *** -0.9 -1.4% *** .339 0.248 -0.015 -5.1% *** -2.2 -3.7% ***
Gabon 2000-2012 .161 .075 -0.007 -6.1% *** -1.5 -5.7% *** -0.2 -0.4% *** .040 0.013 -0.002 -8.7% *** -0.5 -8.5% ***
Ghana 2003-2008 .309 .202 -0.021 -8.1% *** -3.4 -6.5% *** -0.9 -1.7% *** .128 0.059 -0.014 -14.2% *** -2.9 -13.2% ***
Guyana 2005-2009 .050 .041 -0.002 -4.5% * -0.5 -4.4% * 0.0 -0.1%  .021 0.008 -0.003 -21.8% *** -0.9 -22.1% ***
Haiti 2005/6-2012 .335 .248 -0.013 -4.5% *** -1.7 -3.1% *** -0.8 -1.5% *** .138 0.078 -0.009 -8.5% *** -1.8 -7.5% ***
India 1998/9-2005/6 .304 .254 -0.007 -2.5% *** -1.2 -2.2% *** -0.2 -0.3% *** .142 0.111 -0.004 -3.4% *** -0.9 -3.1% ***
Indonesia 2007-2012 .095 .066 -0.006 -7.0% *** -1.1 -5.7% *** -0.6 -1.3% *** .027 0.017 -0.002 -8.5% *** -0.4 -7.5% ***
Jordan 2007-2009 .013 .011 -0.001 -8.9%  -0.3 -7.8%  -0.4 -1.2%  .000 0.001 0.000 11.0%  0.0 14.0%  
Kenya 2003-2008/9 .296 .244 -0.009 -3.5% *** -1.6 -2.9% *** -0.3 -0.6% * .105 0.076 -0.005 -5.7% *** -1.1 -5.0% ***
Lesotho 2004-2009 .238 .190 -0.010 -4.4% *** -1.7 -3.7% *** -0.4 -0.8% *** .085 0.056 -0.006 -7.8% *** -1.4 -7.5% ***
Madagascar 2004-2008/9 .374 .414 0.009 2.3% *** 1.4 2.0% *** 0.2 0.3%  .136 0.130 -0.001 -1.1%  0.0 -0.2%  
Malawi 2004-2010 .381 .334 -0.008 -2.2% *** -0.9 -1.3% *** -0.4 -0.9% *** .123 0.094 -0.005 -4.5% *** -1.1 -3.9% ***
Mozambique 2003-2011 .505 .393 -0.014 -3.1% *** -1.5 -1.9% *** -0.7 -1.2% *** .234 0.169 -0.008 -4.0% *** -1.4 -3.2% ***
Namibia 2000-2007 .194 .154 -0.006 -3.2% *** -1.1 -2.9% *** -0.2 -0.4% * .074 0.049 -0.004 -5.8% *** -0.8 -5.3% ***
Nepal 2006-2011 .350 .217 -0.027 -9.1% *** -4.1 -7.4% *** -1.0 -1.9% *** .141 0.095 -0.009 -7.7% *** -1.9 -6.7% ***
Niger 2006-2012 .696 .621 -0.012 -1.9% *** -0.6 -0.6% *** -0.9 -1.3% *** .473 0.378 -0.016 -3.7% *** -1.5 -2.0% ***
Nigeria 2003-2008 .368 .313 -0.011 -3.2% *** -1.8 -3.0% *** -0.1 -0.2%  .226 0.185 -0.008 -3.9% *** -1.7 -4.1% ***
Pakistan 2006/7-2012/13 .264 .235 -0.005 -2.0% *** -0.7 -1.5% *** -0.3 -0.5% ** .110 0.102 -0.001 -1.2%  -0.2 -0.7%  
Peru 2005-2008 .085 .066 -0.006 -8.0% * -1.3 -6.9% * -0.5 -1.1% ** .019 0.013 -0.002 -13.5% ** -0.6 -13.3% **
Peru 2008-2012 .066 .043 -0.006 -10.3% *** -1.3 -9.6% *** -0.3 -0.7% ** .013 0.008 -0.001 -12.1% *** -0.3 -11.7% ***
Rwanda 2005-2010 .461 .330 -0.026 -6.4% *** -3.4 -4.4% *** -1.1 -2.1% *** .151 0.096 -0.011 -8.7% *** -2.2 -7.1% ***
Senegal 2005-2010/11 .440 .423 -0.003 -0.7%  -0.1 -0.1%  -0.4 -0.6% * .205 0.183 -0.004 -2.0% * -0.9 -2.2% **
Tanzania 2008-2010 .371 .335 -0.018 -5.0% *** -2.3 -3.5% *** -0.9 -1.6% *** .130 0.108 -0.011 -8.7% *** -1.8 -7.5% ***
Uganda 2006-2011 .420 .343 -0.015 -3.9% *** -2.2 -3.0% *** -0.5 -0.9% *** .142 0.112 -0.006 -4.6% *** -1.1 -3.6% ***
Zambia 2001/2-2007 .397 .332 -0.012 -3.2% *** -1.3 -1.9% *** -0.7 -1.3% *** .165 0.119 -0.008 -5.8% *** -1.6 -4.9% ***
Zimbabwe 2006-2010/11 .180 .145 -0.008 -4.7% *** -1.4 -3.7% *** -0.5 -1.0% *** .069 0.044 -0.006 -9.5% *** -1.4 -9.2% ***
Note:   *** statistically signi!cant at α=0.01, ** statistically signi!cant    at  α=0.05, * statistically signi!cant at α=0.10
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